
REPORT OF Planning and Economy Manager
To: Community and Resources Committee
Subject: Bideford Port Safety Management System
Date: Tuesday 23rd April 2019 Reference:

PURPOSE OF REPORT:    
To ask that members accept the Bideford Harbour Board Working Group recommendation to 
approve the Port Safety Management System, risk assessments and Marine Safety Plan

1. INTRODUCTION

           Torridge District Council is the Statutory Harbour authority of the Port of Bideford, which 
includes responsibilities associated with its function as the Statutory Pilotage area.

2. REPORT

Port Marine safety Code 

Bideford Harbour Authority has a Safety Management system and a set of risk assessments 
in compliance with the Port Marine Safety Code.

Through dialogue with the Harbour Board and recent meetings with our Environmental 
Health and Community Safety Manager, our Health and Safety Officer, our Harbour Master 
and our Senior Pilot we have agreed to review and amend the safety management system 
for the port in compliance with the PMSC.

This report serves to update Committee on what has been achieved to date and seek 
approval of the System

The next stage of this process will be to review the ports current risk assessments for the 
port area, which will include the Appledore Fish Dock.

Risk assessments will also need to be reformatted into the new TDC risk assessment 
format.

Whilst there is a requirement to publish the ports safety management system on the ports 
website it has been deemed not necessary to do so by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency 
for the ports risk assessment register.

This report presents the Port of Bideford Safety Management System: section one, The 
compliance plan for the port and; section two, its Marine Safety Plan.

3. IMPLICATIONS

Legal Implications
A Harbour Master should familiarise himself with the extent of his legal power under general 
and local legislation



Financial Implications

None.

Human Resources Implications

Sustainability/Biodiversity Implications

Equality/Diversity

There are no equality or diversity issues raised in the report

Risk Management

Bideford Harbour Authority is committee to reviewing its risk assessments and safety 
management system on a yearly basis in compliance with the port marine safety code.

Compliance with Policies and Strategies

Bideford Harbour authority seek to comply with the Port Marine safety code and all other 
legislation pertaining to the safe and efficient management of the port.

Ward Member and Leader Member Views

The Harbour Board Working Group have considered and endorsed the Safety Management 
System and Risk Assessment and recommend its approval.

4. CONCLUSIONS

This report serves to advise committee that the port Bideford continues to comply fully with 
the Port Marine Safety Code.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that the Community and Resources Committee approve publication of 
the Port of Bideford Safety Management System and that the Harbour Master is 
instructed to publish such on the Harbour website.
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